APPENDIX I

WITH a solitary exception, I am the first civilian of my
family since the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

I am quite satisfied with my name as it is, and experi-
ence no desire to add distinction to it with an additional
L or to give it a bassoon tone with a terminal E.

Ours is a junior branch of the Wilsons of Etton (not
to be confused with Eshton), who were well established
in Yorkshire in 1230. We are directly descended from
John, 1300, and there are records of members of the
family dated 1320, 1380 and 1410,

In all humility I admit that these dates are not B.C.

The records bring to light no special crimes and are
of no special interest.

Then we come to John Wilson, born in 1565. When,
in 1585, Queen Elizabeth appointed the Earl of Essex a
general of horse, and sent him to fight the Spaniards in
the Low Countries, John Wilson joined the army as a
captain of horse, and fought with credit under Essex till
1587. History records that the cavalry commanded by
Essex was the best turned out mounted force of that
period.1 In 1595 ^e rejoined Essex, and took part in the
expedition to Spain, "assisting at the capture and sack-
ing of Cadiz." I hope he did his duty during the

1 Chamberlia's " Character of Queen Elizabeth.11